Fast Facts

Penicillin G & Neonatal Kittens

Written by Ellen Jefferson, DVM, Executive Director, Austin Pets Alive! (APA)

Referenced from: A Protocoled Response to Diarrhea*

“Neonates: At intake into APA, we treat neonatal puppies and kittens who have no mother with a single penicillin G injection in an effort to
pre-empt bacterial imbalance as neonates switch from mother’s milk to formula. Before we started this practice, we found that upwards of 80%
of babies developed diarrhea after the diet change. They also receive a dose of routine pyrantel pamoate (Strongid). A baby can die quickly from
diarrhea, and providing this at intake prevents many from ever developing it. We have found that by using this pre-emptive treatment, we have far
fewer cases of neonatal diarrhea from diet change than we did before we began treating prophylactically.”

* www.maddiesfund.org/a-protocoled-response-to-diarrhea.htm (April 2014)
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